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Dear Sir, 

I hereby introduce Gokulam to my friend 
es I have enclosed Rs.96/- (by | 
DD / MO / Cheque**) towards an annual subscription in his / | 
her name. Kindly extend my subscription period by another three 
months as a gift to me from you. 


My friend : Myself : x 

Name : Name : ay 
Address : Address : a | 
| 

zl 

—I 

Subscription No ee 

| 

To | 

‘The Circulation Manager 1 

GOKULAM (English), 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 1 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032 i 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Regards, 


+ Offer valid upto September 30,2005 
ek Add Rs.20/- for outstation cheques 7 
‘tek DD/cheques favouring ‘Gokulam” (Signature) 
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COUCH POTATOES! 
Ly 
Dean Reader, & 
Couch Potatoes were picturised as middle 
aged people with a pot belly sitting infront of 
the TV with a drink in one hand and the other {> “K™Gro#Pteten) 
reaching out fora plate of crunchy munchies kept | printed and published at 
on aside table, Sharathan Press 
i ‘on behal ot 
Butte pete may hve to cacg, Rest | a 
surveys show Privat Limited 
that children Kal bugs, 
spend more 47-N,Jevabaal Nob Road, 
time in front ‘itacthangal, 
of the TV pera: WAGE 
thas, hey ctor, printer and pulser 
should, Once bolas 
back from a 
school they 8. Stphen 
: me aaiul ; PRRajn 
sit before the TV watching their favourite 
channel, Snacks or dinner comes to them and telephones: 
they just gobble itup without giving any thought 22251822, 
to what they are eating! Elders too seem to find 2225 0608, 
this convenient for they don’t have toreally look Lea 
after their children, Regt 
‘The result is that diabetes is becoming ram emails: 
pant even among kids. Many are being diagnosed citi 
with adult onset type of diabetes! To minimize |  goklamlakiveeycom 
the risk, children must play in the evenings, Ten- subeeription : 
nis, hockey, or football gives very good exer- | subsciton@iakiveycom 
cise. If sports facilities are not available atleast | other information : 
walk briskly for 30 to 40 minutes every day. Cut | Infoiakively.com 
down on products made out of white flour and | subscription rates 
white sugar, Reduce deep fried delicacies, Eat renai Sou 
mote vegetables, protein rich foods and fruits, ics 
TY and TV ads tempt you, but may not Lethal > 
always be good for you. Have the courage to iaimaiaath 
resist over indulgence in anything that you do. —-_ 
altos | 28 Movasine or Chien 
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Tiwas dusk. Norman was siti 


‘ona bench, in.a comer of Hyde Park 
On the bench by his side sat an eld. 


intleman, He did not sit for 
long. He got up and slowly walked 
away, 


Hiss place on the bench was 
taken by a young man who Was faitly 

dressed. Unlike the elderly 
gentleman, he looked unhappy. He 
seemed to be in trouble. 

Norman asked him “why are you 
looking sad?” 

The young man narrated his 
story. 


THE 














CONMAN 


He had come up to London that 
afternoon intending to stay at the 
Patagonian Hotel in Berkshire 
Square, When he got there, he found 
that the hotel was no longer i exist- 
ence. Then on the recommendation 
of the taxi driver, he went to another 
hotel some way off. Immediately he 
sent a letter to his people giving the 
address of his hotel. He then went 
ut to buy some soup because he 
hated using a hotel soap. He strolled 
about a bit and had a drink ata bar 


4 Eee 





When he thought of going bac to 
his hotel he suddenly realised thet he 
hhad forgotten its name and locution 

He hal only a shilling with him, 
which he had used for buying a soda 
and a drink, He had hardly any 
with him, Now he was wan- 
dering about here and there. He had 
no friends or connections in Loncion. 
He thought of writing to his people 
for the address but the letter weuld 
not have reached his people till the 
next day. Meanwhile he was broke. 
He wondered where he could 5 
the night. 














Thordertoex- 







amine the truth of his, 
story. Norman asked him to 
show the soap. He replied that 
hhe had lost it, He wondered how 
the young man lost the hotel and he 
soap, that afternoon, Norman attrib- 
tuted the loss to his wilful neglige 
Then the young man walked away 
with an expression of anger and 
pride. 





Ti was atready dark and as 
Norman got up to go, he saw a packet 
containing a newly bought soap y- 





ing on the ground by the side of his 
bench. It must be the young man’s 
cake of soap, Norman inferred. He 
saw the young man walking some 
distance away. Giving him the ben- 
efit of doubt, Norman gave him some 
money, Thanking him the young man 
walked away 











A eri ak ces 
walked bok nhs satin de park 
He found the. 
who was seated by 
look- 
thing beneath 
the bench. Sud- 
Panes 





me elderly gentleman 


him earlier, 





realised that the 











A REALLY ‘SHORT’ STORY CONTEST - 12 


man was the young man, He was 
looking for the packet containing the 
newly bought cake of soap, Now the 
whole truth came out. Inspite of his 
being shrewd, Norman got cheated. 

T wasn’t sure that you were an 
poster but I waited for you to re 
Visit the scene of crime 10 retrieve 
the same piece of soap as isthe usual 
practice with criminals" Norman 
told the imposter. 

Norman beckoned the constable 
he had alerted and who was hiding 
nearby. “You'll get a minimum of 
six months behind bars, young 
man” said the constable while 
hand- cuffing the imposter 
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Tam a seventeen year old boy. 1 
‘am good at acting and I want to be- 
‘come a movie star. But my father, an 
army officer desires that I join the 
army, 1 also have a liking for army 
life. 1 am in two minds. Please help 
me to decide. 

- Vishnu Nambiar, New Delhi 

Dear Vishnu, 

You want to take up acting as a 
‘career but you don’t want to let down 
‘your father by going against his wish! 
‘A trily difficult situation. Let me sug- 
‘gest a via-media: Give your first at 
tention to joining a military school or 
college which trains cadets to hecome 
‘army officers. Prepare yourself physi- 












the nation! 


Tam having constant conflicts with 
my friend. 1 think she deliberacely 
teases me in front of others. Inturn T 
‘hurt her with strong words, for which 
I feel sorry later. Something in me 
doesn'tallow me to apologise either! 

What am Ito do? 
= R-Pavithra, Chennai 

Dear Pavithra, 
Jam glad that you feel sorry for 
having hurt your friend by using 


ARMY OFFICER 


cally and mentally for MOWE STAR? 


this, Meanwhile take up acting as a 
hobby and try your skill in college 
dramas and amateur troupes. If your 
acting skills are outstanding word will 
spread and opportunities will knock 
‘on your door. Perhaps there will be a 
call from Bollywood too! If this 
doesn't happen you always have your 
first interest by which you can serve 
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harsh words. The problem with you is 
intolerance and pride. Maybe she's 
teasing you since she feels that she 
can take liberties with her bestfriend. 
You must learn to laugh if off with a 
sense of humour. You can also take a 
swipe at her and call it quits, But such 
repartees do not flash in the minds of 






—_ some people and 






they begin to sulk. Others 
like you use harsh words, If you re- 
ally regret having hurt your friend's 
Jeelings itis pride which prevents you 
{from apologizing. In that case why 
don't you write to her a personal 
note? Let it be crisp and effective. 
Long winding excuses may again be- 
‘came the target for a joke! 
wee 
How can I improve my memory 
power? 
-Mudasir Changa, Sopore, 
J&K. 


HON 
yo 2 
IMPROVES 

Dear Mudasir, 
‘Memory power can be 


increased by writing your lessons 
(questions and answers) instead of 


G 





reading them. This results in concen- 
tration on the subject and under- 
standing it better Also, after writing. 
think for a few minutes as to what 
‘you have written down. This 

will help retention and you 

are not likely 16 forget it. (4 
entific formulae, mathemat 

cal steps and equations are better re- 
membered through repeated writing 
than reading. You must get into this 
method of studying at the beginning 
of the academic year when you will 
have more time, and not at the fag end 


: 


when only revision is possible. (PS. = 
T'mnottoo sure about “memory pills. 
Please consult a doctor to find out if 
they are really effective.) 


T have the habit of reading 
Gokulam on the very day tis received 
by post. Thereafter I become impa- 
tient waiting for one month for the 
ext issue. 

- BP, Dhravya Rao, 
Bangalore 

Dear Dhravya, 

You've certainly made us proud at 
this end! Wow! Reading all the eighty 
pages the same day! We feel so happy 
to know that you find Gokulam so 
interesting. Here's a suggestion. Col- 
lect Gokulam issues regularly and 
bind them together at the end of the 
‘year. Flip through the 
bound volume and ( 


read any page that you feel must 
be read again. You might have for- 
gotten some stories, of, you may want 
to redo a puzzle which earlier baffled 
‘you and so on... There you are..! En- 
Joyable reading throughout the year! 

Love 











Finally, the wait is over! Harry 
Potter and the HBP delivered what it 
promised, More magic, one more 
important death in Harry's life and 
finally a possible solution to kill 
Voldemort, With the darkest and most 
tragic ending yet, the book has beaten 


records the way Isinbayeva, the pole 
Pere 






Dumbledore and they persuade a 
retired teacher Horace Slughor to 
join Hogwarts, Later he stays at 
Burrow, Meanwhile, Bill and F 
are engaged. School be 










vaulter breaks records! 


‘The book stars 
with Comelius Fudge 
informing the 

PM that Voldemort has 
returhed. As expected 
Fudge has be 
sacked, replaced by a 
new ch: 
Serimgeour, whose 
description JK hud already 
released (Lion like mane 
ete.) 

Narcissa Malfoy begs 
Snape to protect Draco, who 
had been assigned an arduous 
task by You-Know-Who. 
Snape promises Narcissa, They 


PUTTERS 
Vi 


. 
aN DAC CK 
women WITH A BANG! 


the Unbreakable 
Vow in the presence of Bellatrix. introduced. 

Harry is given an old copy of tie 
Potions book (he does not buy one as 






acter Rufus 
















ry Dal 





Hany teaves the Dursteys with 
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he does not expect 
totake potions) which was owned 
by the Half Blood Prince. 


As the year moves on, the 





romuntic interests of students seem to 
dominate the book, Sometimes this 
distracts one from the m 
a British slang 
ing and kissi 





Snogging 
hy 








mate’, as her favourite 
‘word. It appears in almost every page 
in the middle of the book. She seems 
tobe goin 

JK longer spends time 
explaining olde 





the Alfonso Cuaron way 





aracters. She is now 
confident, that people who read this 





book are already famitiar with the last 
five books, She doesn’t spend too 
much time on Quidditch matches 
either 
Dumbledore 


takes personal 


ARK. 


‘classes’ for Harry when he shows 
different memories of Tom Riddle’s 
early life, The knowledge of these 





‘memories is crucial to Harry's success 
over Voldemort 
Dumbledore 


The endin 


book, is fast paced with Harry and 


according to 





like the previous 


Dumbledore going in search of the 
third Horcrux out of the estimated 
six(two have already been destroyed). 
When their mission is accomplished 


(or so they think), they return to 





From here on there is fierce 
fighting. 





The result is that one more close 
to Harry’s heart is killed. What is 
more, Snape seems to have emerged 


‘August 2005. GOKULAM 
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NIGHT LONG VIGIL! 


Ten year old Karan gobbled his dinner on 
July 15th and drove down to Odyssey Book 
Store (on the next road!) bedding and all. He 
slept in the car until 2a.m and witnessed the 
secured vans deliver the books. Alas! He could 
lay his hands on the treasure only after the em- 
bargo was lifted at 4.30a.m. on 16th July. Yes, 
itwas HP & HBP! 

“1 wanted to brag about it in schoo", admit- 
ted this Pottermaniac sheepishly. Others who 
visited this popular book store said they 
couldn't sleep all night, wondering who would 
be the HBP. While some siblings had agreed 
on ‘timetables’ others were ready to fight du- 
els! Some said, though it was a holiday they 
woke up early for the first time in their lives. 
Wanted to have a quick glance before they 
rushed off to school, for their tests or contests! 
All of them had one thing in common though. 
‘They had read the other five books many times 
over! Srilakshmi (a Gokulam reader/ian)was 
radiant. She had won Odyssey’s HP slogan 
Contest and will be leaving for London shortly 
She will be on the Hogwart's Express, visit the 
castle and be at the banquet! She happens to 
be the first Indian on this theme tour! 
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as one of the most 
important persons 
who will probably 
decide Book Seven, 


There is 
possibility of Draco 
returning to the good 
side. Again the 
for Snape’s actions in 
the book may not be 
necessarily evil 
Maybe he acts the way 
he does because of the 
unbreakable vow (a 
person who breaks it 
will die). 

The broad outline 
for the last book could 
be this: Harry, who 
may not attend regular 
school anymore, vill 
20 in search of ce 
Horcrux after another 
without Tom Riddles 
knowledge. The ex- 
pected confrontation 
may then happen, 
Harry vs Voldemert 
What is uncertain is 
Snape’s allegiance 
and actions, Will he 
turn out to be goad 
after all, or will 
Harry's worst dreains 
come true? Will Harry 
survive? He may not! 

Compiled frem 
Views expressed hy 
Gowri Natrajan, 
Dilip, M. Ramya 
and Sneha Mohan of 
Chennai. 

















Dakshina Chitra at J 
Muthukadu near Chennai is 
a living museum of art and 
culture, Built over 10 acres 


of land, and founded by Ms. 
Deborah Thiagarajan in 1996, 
this place has over 15 to 17 
houses of the past, in 
four sections- Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra, 
and Karnataka. In the 
Tamil Nadu section e" 
there is a merchant's *%y 
house from Chettinad with a 
‘majestic door carved of wood, and a 
a verandah with Burmese teak col- 
‘umns. tis reconstructed house from 
a village near Aryakudi. The Kerala 
section displays a Hindu house from 
Trivandrum, and Syrian Christian 
houses from Kottayam. The Chuttily 
from Andhra is an attraction 





Antisans and performing folk 
artists have an important role to play 
in Dakshina Chitra. There is a fair 
price eraft shop with crafts pur- 
chased directly from artisans and a 









crafts bazaar. The Kanali 
restaurant here offers South 
Indian delicacies. Differ- 
ent South Indian dances such as 
Tappatam, Oylattam etc are also 
performed here. Experts conduct * 
other entertainments such as Pup- 
pet shows and Glass Blowing. 
‘One can view the whole of South 
India in just one day in Dakshina 
Chitra. Certainly this place is one 
of Chennai’s awesome art and) 
culture muscums. 
+ Manasa Parthasharathy, 
Std IX, Sri Sankara Senior 
Secondary School, 
Chennai 
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AS THEY ENTER THE Vinge || A,THE TOURIST OFFICE ~ 
$20 FOR YOU; ANDNO 
‘PETS ALLOWED. 














EQISTER 
FIRST, AT THE 
(TOURIST OFFICE. 


1AM NO TOURIST; 
| BELONG HERE. 




















7 (ey REACHED 
Reormeey 
fs 









TOMO AND | SPEAK 
THE LOCAL LANGUAGE, 
AFTERALL, THATIS 
RESTRICTED To 
OUR PEOPLE 
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BINCE You WERE 
‘NOT THEREFOR| 
YEARS, Your 

LAND HAS BEEN 








WE NEED 
TOURISTS; 
Tomo.You 

CAN LIVE 
WITH MEL 








The Grand Canyon, a gorge of the Colorado river, is one 
of the major natural wonders, Covering an area of over 4500 
sq.km it was formed primarily due to erosion (water /ice and 
wind) and the continental drift, hundreds of millions of years 
‘ago, it was formed by deposits of limestone, shale and sand- 
stone, The Colorado river (and tributaries) winds its way 
through the canyon forming waterfalls and rapids inthis desert 
region of Arizona, There are many geysers too, 

‘Tribal settlements (Indian Reservations) are insulated from 
the outside world, They are a proud people who live a gentle 
life jealously guarding their language, culture and way of 
life. Trekkers and campers among the tourists brave the ex- 
treme temperatures and geological conditions and explore 
the canyon by climbing or decending its steep 60008. walls! 
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‘Tennis followers know that the 
fast-paced grass courts of 
Wimbledon are vastly different 
from the slow clay courts of Roland 
Garros at Paris, where the French 
Open was fought just the other da 
So, not many were unduly worried 
about Roger Federer's fortunes at 
Wimbledon after his loss to Rafael 
Nadal the previous fortnight, But 
even his most devoted fan would 
not have expected him to 
win the singles title 
with such ease as he 
did, Incredibly, he lost 
only one set on his way 
to the final, a second 















set tiebreak, to Nicolas Kiefer in the 
third round, In the semifinal 
final, he played sublime tennis, 
defeating Lleyton Hewitt and Andy 
Roddick in straight sets. 

By winning Wimbledon for the 
third time in a row, Federer has 
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joined former greats Bjorn Borg 
and Pete Sampras. If he continues 
to play such flawless tennis, he bids 
fair to become the greatest player 
in the game. The only thing he must. 
achieve in the future to eam suck a 
reputation is win the French Open, 


Tn the women’s singles final, 
14th seed Venus Williams beat her 
old rival Lindsay Davenport, the 
top seed, in a well-fought three set 
It was the longest women’s 
singles final in the history of 

Wimbledon, 


Good news 
for Indian fans 








was brought by Mahesh Bhupati 
and Mary Pierce winning the mixed 
doubles title, beating Paul Hanley 
and Tatiana Perebiynis in straight 
sels. 

India’s most popular tennis idol, 
Sania Mirza, put up a splendid fight 



























in the second round of the women's 
singles event, before going down 
in an exciting three-setter to 
Svetlana Kuznetsova, the US 
Open champion, whom Mirza 





had beaten earlier at the Dubai 
Open. 
As always, Wim- 





bledon, the tennis 
Grand s 
every player dreams 

about, provided thrills, 





lam event 





suspense and excellent 
entertainment 

Mercifully, the English 
weather was on its best 
behaviour throughout 
the fortnight, to the 
delight of millions of 
tennis enthusiasts 
throughout the world. 


BIRTHDAY BASH CONTEST! 


Answer: 1. Akhila 2. Goofy 3. Appu 4. Kuku 5. Donald Duck 
6. King Jayabalan 7, Ganesh 8,Krishna 9, Tomo 10, Polo 
11. Mickey Mouse 12.Harry Potter 13. Pepe 14. Grandmaworm 


Congratulations! The Five lucky winners are: 


1. Laxmi Venattu, Std V, Nasik 

2. Chaithanya Shgil, Std IV, Pondicherry 

3. J.Harsha Vardhan, Std VII, Secunderabad ; 
4. Vignesh Balasubramanian, Std VII, Pune 

5. Lakshmi Priya, Std XI, New Delhi 
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Everyone knows that Lewis 
Carroll was the creator of the all time 
“Alice in Wonderland’ 

But few people know 
that he 





Determinants’ a book on Line: 
tions and Algebraic geometry! 

+ Ankita Bhat, 
12 years, Mumbi 


HP in National 
Geographic Kids: A 
short blurb in the June/Suly issue of 
the magazine says J,K.may write an 
Sth book fll of scenes from the first 
seven, She has suggested in the 
past that she might write an ency 
clopedia containing everythi ig 
she couldn't fit into the series 
The “Buming Question” featere 
inthe issue asks Dan Radclife, 
ithe could be any kind of ani- 
mal (or bird) what would re 
be? Dan's answer: Owl! 
Source: Mugglenet.com 

Aniket Venkatraman, 
‘Age 17, Nagpur 





























favo 









Thistime we end with 
8 couple of tongue twist 
ers. Try them! “I wish (o 
wish the wish you wish to 
was @ mathemati- wish but if you wish the 
cian. His dual per- wish the witch wishes, 1 
won't wish the wish you 





who was delighted 
with Alice in Wor 


wish to wish," Phew! 
Queen Victoria ) That's tough isnt 
} Try this one! 

“Leurse, you curs2, 
land ordered for Wwe all curse for asparagus 
Carroll’s next book to be de . Source: 
livered to her as soon as it wwwindianchild.convtongue 
was released. She was twisters.htmn 
somewhat taken aback to MSneha, Std 
receive “The Elements of 4 Bangalore 






St tory 


The Kingdom of Panchagram 
‘was ruled by King Panchal. He had 
a beautiful daughter named Sona. 
When she was old enough, the king 
decided to find a suitable match for 
her 

Many strong, young men, from 
far and wide, sought her hand, The 
king decided that his 
daughter should 
marry the stron- 
gest and brav- 
est of them 


He asked 
all the suitors to 
assemble on a 
particular day 
beside the lake 
in the nearby 
forest. At the 
appointed hour 
when they had all 

ned the king 
Whoso 
first swims across this lake to 
the opposite bank shall marry my 
daughter.” 

Alte men got ready tojump into 
the lake, Just then the King suid, 
“Wait!” They stopped 

“The lake is full of crocodiles, be 
warned!" 

Upon hearing this nobody was 
brave enough to jump, and stood stilt 
at the edge of the lake 





announced, 





ey 














Ail of a sudden, there was a 
splash! One ofthe suitors was swim- 
ming rapidly to the opposite bank 
while he fought the crocodiles with 
much effort, He reached the bank, 
bleeding profusely and one of his fin- 
{gers was gored by a crocodile, 


The King was dumbstruck at his 











courage, He offered his daughter's 
hand to the brave suitor. 

The suitor turned angrily and 
said, “Who pushed me into the 
watei 

The king was dumbfounded and 
didn't know what to do! 

- CR. Vishnu, 
Chennai 
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Career Guidance 

Have you thought about what 
you want to be one dav? How about 
A microbiologist? 

NEF Bea aR AD 
science is BORING, think about this: 
Being a is like being 
an explorer in a vast, unseen world 
full of weird, alien-like creatures, 

Microbiologists travel to all 
comers of the Earth—and beyond— 
to study microbes, 

Some microbiologists discover 
strange, new life forms that no 
‘one even knew existed. 

Some find new ways to 
lien isso eMC, 
eee peices casing 
of pollution 

Some spy on disease-causing 
erm to spot their Weaknesses, $0 
that new weapons can be forged 
against them. 

Bsc aI ice ok atid 
agriculture and pollution control to 
biotechnology, pharmaceuticals and 
health, ‘They 


microbiol 














-from food, 


also. work in 








government agencies and labs, 
such as the Department of 
Biotechnology, forensic labs, 
nental Protection 
Water treatment 
cilities, and hospitals. And 
they work in education as 
teachers and researchers. 
















Because there are so many 
different species of microbes 





‘out there and they do so many 


very different things 
microbiologist can study everything! 
That's why people who become 
microbiologists usually focus on a 
particular microbe or research area 


no one 





Jome microbiologists focus on 
bacteria and how they help or hurt 


Dlorer O 
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us, These scientists are called 
bacteriologists 

Some specialize in viruses and 
how they infect cells, These 
scientists are called virologists 

Some study fungi in particular 
\d are called mycologist, 
Some microbiologists track down 
outbreaks of disease to learn what 
caused them and whether we're 
facing a deadly new microbe, They 
are called epidemiologists 

Some study how the body defends 
itself against microbial invaders. 








They are called 
Immunologists. 
Education: An 


advanced degree/doctorate 
is generally what is 
needed to become a 
microbiologist, Graduates 
with bachelor’s degrees 
ccan find jobs, but jobs are 
limited and opportunities 
foradvancement is limited 
A master’s degree qualifies 
you for many more jobs in 
ndustry, teaching, and 
arch, A doctoral degree 
nd 
at 
colleges and universities, 











is needed to te 
conduct 





Employment Outlook: The 
number of job openings will increase 
through the yeur2006, However, there 
will be significant amount of 
competition for research jobs. 





Earnings: Salary for micro- 
biologists greatly depends on their 
education andexperience, and the type 
of workthey will be doing. The staring 
salaries for microbiologists with a 
bachelor's degree is about Rs 85,000- 
Rs180,000 a year, depending on the 
‘company or industry. 
(CONCLUDED) 
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This is a two horned White This is a two horned black rhino, 
Rhinoceros. They are predominantly found in 
Africa. But they are rare in other 


parts of the world 








‘One horned Java 
Rhinos are very rare. 
‘There are only 25 such 
thinos in the whole 

world! 


20 EXEEIERCUSTEN 


The smallest species of 
rhinos is the Sumatra 
Rhino. It is estimated 
that there are about: 

100 of them, 














Unie the hens 
of other animals, “4 
the rhinos" 
horns 
| 
rasp 
Keratinva =| 
arcu 
mac 


Even if the rhino’s 
horns are chopped off 
or lost, they grow again! 
The same applies to old 
rhinos too! 


a 





Each rhino measures about 4.35 
imi. in length, 2 mts. height and 
weighs about 5 tons! It runs at a 
speed of about 48kms/hr. Ic is a 
vegetarian but feeds only at night. 


Although a rhino looks ferocious, itis 
1 docile animal, Ifa rhino comes face 
to face, one only has to scream loudly 
for it to get scared and run away! 

















Rhinos breed only once in five years. The 
gestation period is about 18 months.A rino 
gives birth to only one baby at a time. The 
baby rhino is under the care of the mother 
only for 2 years. The lfe span of rhinos is 
about 50 years. 





The horns of some rhinos may even be 
as long as |.Smts! The rhino’s horns are 
very precious.An 800g horn is worth 
400g. of gold! 





The Chinese 
believe that a 
rhino's horn at 

home would ward 
off all diseases. 


















Ieis said that if any 
poisonous drink were 
to be kept in a cup 
made of a rhino’s 
horn, the poison 
‘would get separated 
and froth over the 
ccup.These cups are 
very popular in China 


Cups are miade out of the 
rhino's horns. These cups are 
said to have medicinal proper- 
ties, It is believed that use of 
these cups leads to longevity 
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Penpals 


Nome : Shruti Ayush 

Age :12 

‘Address : Justice Tapen Sen, Pearl 
{illa Gulmohour Park, Lower Bur- 
famaan Compound, Ranchi - 834002 

Hobbies : Reading story books, 





making cards, 
painting, playing bad- 


minton, cycling, and 
dancing 

Name : Nila Vannan 

Age: 13 

Address : 36, EV.R. Nagar 3rd 
Cross, Maris illam,T.VKoil Srirangam, 
Trichy-5 

Hobbies : Reading story books 


and Gokulam, cycling, watching 
Pokemon and paincing 


Name . Lisa Mary Thomas 


Age 215 
Address 





TC 3/450-1, Vikas 


Nagar, TKD Road, Muttada P.O. 
Trivandrum - 25 Kerala. 

Hobbies : Playing badminton, 
listening to music, reading Gokulam 
and classics, puffy painting and 
creative work. 


Nome : K.Shreyas 






Age: 10 
Address: PlotNo.32I Flat No.102, 

Lata Apartments, Kansai Section, 

Ambarnath-421 501 


Hobbies = Reading novels and 
zgokulam, playing computer and video 
games, writing stories, drawing etc 


Nome «C.Annapoorani, 

Age :13 

Address “6, Ganga Street, Devanga 
‘Nagar. Idyarpalyam, Coimbatore - 
641 104 

Hobbies : Reading, making friends, 








FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Dear Readers, 

You are most welcome to send} 
in your contributions to Gokulam 
either by post or by e-mail. 
Remember every contribution| 


ation (if not, 
the source must be mentioned). 

However, we cannot guarantee 
that your contribution will be pub- 
lished. It is also not possible for us 
to tell you when it will be pub- 
lished. But, if you require your 
contribution to be sent back to you 
on rejection, then you must enclose| 
a self addressed, stamped enve+ 
lope 






















chatting, surfing the net. 


Nome : M.Jayashree 

Age :15 

Address : No.33, Papaiah 
House, Pottappa Colony, New 
‘Thippasandra, Bangalore -75 

Hobbies : Reading stories, 
chatting on the net, listening to 
music, drawing, reading 
Gokulam, making friends 
through Gokulam, 


Nome: Srinidhi R.Shetty 

‘Age :12 

‘Address : Girija Niwas, Padu 
Karnad, Karnad, Mulky post, 
Mangalore Tk., Karnataka - 
STAIS4 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
dancing, chatting, watching TY, 
writing poems, making friends. 


Name: Rd. Ramla 


: No.5, Krishna 
swamy Nagar, Koothapakkam, 
Cuddalore - 607 002 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam 
and other magazines, drawing 
and painting,and writing adven- 
ture stories. 

Nome : R.Renuka 

Age: 13, 

Address : C-1/151, Kar- 
makshetra, S.S.S. Nagar, Sion 
Koliwada, Mumbai - 400 037 

Hobbies: Reading, listening, 
‘to music, singing, watching tele 
vision, travelling. 









































CLUES Across: 1. Your favourite maga- 
zine, on the banks of Yamuna (7) 

4, India's First Citizen (5) 

7. Arise unsteadily, Ram, the frst astrologi 
cal sign (5) 

8, Strength giving green leaves eaten by 
Popeye (7) 

9. Superintendent of Police with pointed 
‘missile from bow aims at a small bird 
seen in house (7) 

U.ltsregular pumping of blood keeps one 
alive (5) 

13 Does the arm tremble atthe symbole 
ireeting of friendship? (9) 

17.Pungent - smelling vegetable adds 
masala t0 meals, but brings tears 10 
eye! (5) 

19,Camera and I confusedly come US (7) 

22.,dea __to think in the past tense (7) 

23,.Near a sports stadium (5) 

24 Famous Bengali film director Satyajit 

whetic Fibre (S) 

25.Less than selected our MLAs & MPs ate 

ee 


(Figures in brackets indicates numberof fetes] 





Form on Reverse 


Down: 1. Aims 
players (5) 
Siva'smount, near Manasarovar Lake (7) 
Light rays used in surgery & industry (5) 
Radha's partner in 1-Actoss (7) 
Woolly -haired S, American animal 
sounds like a Tibetan monk (5) 
6. noble soul, Gandhi was (7) 
8, Cutting carpentry tool ~ was back (3) 
10.Very unusual -» this is not an even 
‘number (3) 
12,Atwo- wheeler-nota motor - cycle (7) 
14,A 9-sided polygon (7) 
15.Soft singing sound - our in Hind. 
1qMine E.N.T 
famous (7) 
18, White tusk for which elephants are 
often killed (5) 
19.A busy insect 
books (3) 
20-Rub out historical age in the South 
east (5) 
21.Chess Champion brings joy not only to 
his dad Viswanathan (5) 
Devised by Krishnaswamy 
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‘not only for football 


(Specialist) is. very 





ts White variety devours 


ENTRY FORM 





Name : (Mr/Ms) 
Age 
School : 
“Residential Address 





Class 









Pin... 





Signature 








* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 


* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
ut of the all correct entries. * Entries with completed grid on reverse 
accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. 


Last Date : 12.8.2005 








Solution to Krish Cross - I 
Congratulations! 
A The Five lucky 


Onno 1, Moumita Basak, Std IX, 
K.V.Bally Gunge, 
Santoshpur, Kolkata 

2. S.Aishwarya, Std VIII, D.A.V. 
Public School, Delhi 

3. N. Nandini, Std VII, PES 
Central School, Maharashtra 

4. Shilpa Menon, Std IV, Carmel 
Junior College, Jharkhand 

5. Sheila Rao, Std XI, 

Best Higher Sec.School, 
Ahmedabad 








ners are: 
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St tory ny 


There once lived @ king with his chit queen. 
three queens in a great wooden palace 
in is Himalayan kingdom. When it was 
spring and the snow on the mountains 
melted the king went for a walk with 
his three queens inthe valley 


‘The queens began to think very 
hard, They had only a week before the 
full moon day. The queens sent forthe 
besteraftsmen nthe country They spent 

their day locked in their apartmerts 


ee fagral 
aoe | " | @ ONE! 


according to the 
‘customs oftheir land, 
he had to choose one of his 
{queens to be the chief queen. 
‘The king became thought- 
ful. A sudden thought 
struck him, ul 

‘The king called the queens 
tohisapartment, All the three ar 
rived shortly, "My birthday falls 
‘on the day of the full moon, On 
that day, 1 want a throne, a 
birthday throne on which to sit 
when I receive my subjects. It 
should be a throne that 
ebrates the beauty of our be- 
loved land” he said. He 
paused and continued, “I'd 
like each of you to make me 
birthday throne. 

“On the moming of my 
birthday, I shall choose one 
hhrone and she who has 























She continued to walk 
on the hill sides, talking to 
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the shepherds and flower sellers. On the 
‘morning of the king’s birthday, she woke 
upearly and set to work. Before the sun 
hhad fully risen, her throne was ready. 


Slowly, the great patace eame to 
life, From the temple on the hill, ame 
the sounds of the bells and gongs while 
priests chanted prayers for the king's 
health and happiness. 

The queens waited, in their own 
room, for the king to come and see the 
throne made by them, 

Soon the king arrived, He stopped 
at the apartment of the el 
dest queen, There lay the 
throne of furs. The fur 





























‘of each ana every animal in the king 
dom found a place in the throne. 

Next, the king went to the room of 
the second queen. She had made a 
throne of precious and semi precious 
stones, 

The throne glittered and shimmered 
in the sunlight that poured in through 
the windows, Rubies and jade, topaz and 
diamonds, sapphire and sardonyx shone 
as if they were on fire! 








Anna at last, the king entered the 
partment ofthe youngest queen. In the 
middle of the room stood a throne mi 
of fragrant flowers and leaves from the 
lows around the palace 

Lillies and crocuses, ferns and pine 
fronds, peach and cherry blossoms and 
the wild flowers had been woven to- 
make a delicate, lovely, fra- 
The king and his court 
for a moment brea 




















Then, the king said 
sofily, This is the wealth 
and beauty of our land, Nei- 
therthe skins of slaughtered 
animals nor the treasures of 
rock and soil but the joy of 
flowers and leaves that fill 
our hearts with peace and 
He led the 
youngest queen to the palace 
ill. The throne was carried 
behind them showering pet- 
als on the polished wooden 
floors as it went. 








contentment, 


Puzzles 


1. Giant Wheel! 


1, Find the words which start 


with ‘C’ and end in the outer part 
of the wheel, anticlockwise 


beginning with CHEAT. 
Clues : 

1. Deceive 

2. Attractiveness 

3. Visible mass of con- 
densed water vapour 
floating in the sky 

4. Feeling pleasure in 
another's suffering. 

S.A large number of 
people in one place. 

6. Either side of the face 
below the eye. 

7. Unpleasant coldness 

8.A performer who does 
comical tricks and ac- 
tions. 








2. Outer part of the wheel has 
eight words which start with 
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the last letter of the previcus 
words. eg: Turn Nail 
Clues: 1. Move or cause to move 
round a point or axis. 
2. The layer of horny substance 
over the outer tip of a finger 
or toe. 
=) 
\ OP 


ES EN 


SHARPEN 


3.Chance thought of as the 
bringer of good or bad fortune. 
4. generous or considerate 
5. A childs’ toy 
6, Something carried 
7. Instrument consisting of a skin 
stretched tightly across a round 
frame. 
8. Animal flesh. 
+R. Hariharan, 
Std VI, 
Petit Seminaire HS: 
Pondicherry 


Kee = 
et to the north where would 


IL. Teasers 


a, Why did the banana go to 
the doctors? 

b. What do you call a dog 
sitting by the fire place? 

c. What is the difference be- 
tween a nurse recording the pulse 
and a athelete breaking a world 
record? 

4, Hes in between two mats, 
His qualifications is ICS. Who is 
he? 

e. Arrange these jumbled 
words into one long word 
neogonldrow. 

f, Where can others sit while 
you can't? 

- Vaishnavi Nagaraj, 
Year 2, Herford, 
England 


- Vivek C. Vijayan, 
Std IX, 

StJohn’s HS, 
Bangalore 


IIL. Witty bits 


a, This is a riddle by Abraham 
Lincoln. If the tail of a dog were 
tobe called a leg. How many legs 
would a dog have? 

b. In Britain, which member 
of Parliament wears the largest 
hat? 

. If a horse's head is pointed 


its tail point? 

4. Three fat men got under a 
small umbrella, yet none of them 
got wet. Why? 

e. If yesterday's tomorrow was 
‘Tuesday what day will tbe on the 








day after tomorrow's yesterday? 
- Priya R. Prakash, 


Std X, Indiranagar 
Cambridge School, 
Bangalore 














[Answers to puzzles on Page-46 
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Wand Power, 
Hi friends, 


Mbt of us can speak English, 
but when it comes to writing we tend. 
tomake spelling mistakes, Inthe last 
issue, we had discussed the 
meanings of a few words, relations 


Sok! .9. 8 


between them and traced their origin. 
This time we shall spend time on 
spellings of words and some 
common mistakes. Why do we need 
to spell words correctly? After all if 
‘enough people use a new word, it 
becomes part of the language. 

‘The meanings of many English 


UN KANNAN 


‘words have changed so much from 
their original meaning that our 
forefathers would not recognize 
them, Indeed, even grammar and 
pronunciation have changed over the 
years, but not spellings. (And of 
course if you can avoid spelling 





mistakes, you won't lose marks in 
your exams!) 

Most people make mistakes only 
in about a hundred words. One can 
remember their spellings by 
attaching a mnemonic to each of 








these words. A mnemonic is a word, 
phrase or an idea which we create, 
to remember things which we 
consider complicated or which we 
forget. Here are a few suggestions 
which I have found useful. You may 
create your own, 

1, Separate and comparative 

Both these words (especially 
separate) are mistakenly spelt as 
seperate and — comparitive 
respectively. To remember the 
correct spellings remember that both 


words have A RAT in 
them(sepARATe and 
compARATive), 


2. Stationary and stationery 

Stationary means that a person 
stands. Notice that both stationary 
and stand have an ‘a’. Stationery 
usually refers to paper. Notice that 
both stationery and paper have an ‘e 

3. Principal and principle 

A principal is the main person in 
school, A principal is also the main 
amount you deposit (interest is 
smaller). On the other hand a 
Drinciple is a rule. Note the ending 
“e* in both words 

4. Supersede 

Icis the only word in the whole 
language having an ending ~sede. 

5, Succeed, proceed and exceed 

‘These are the only three words 
ending in ~ceed. Also the first letters 
of the three words put together form 
the beginning of speed. Note that all 
other words like precede, cede, 
recede etc. which have a similar 
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sounding last syllable end with - 
cede, 

6, Indispensable 

An able person is indispensable. 
Hence it ends in ~able. 

7. Their and There 

The answer to the question 
“where?” is there. Thus both the 
‘question and the answer end with * 
ere’ 

‘Their’ is the possessive 
counterpart of ‘they’. “They’ enils 
with *y’ with an ‘T’ sound at the end. 
So ‘their’ ends with ‘ir’ in this case. 

Eg. 1. There are many students in 
the school. Their abilities are 
different. 

2. There were many tigers ‘n 
India. Their numbers have reduced 
due to poaching, 


“1M STATIONARY NOT 
STATIONERY” 


t 


8. Grammar 

Grammar is not a rule. 
It changes with time. 
‘Therefore itis grammar and 
not grammer. 


It would be very 
embarrassing to 
forget that this word has a double ‘r’ 
and a double ‘s" 

10. Licence and license 

‘When used as a noun such words 
are spelt with a‘c’. Asa verb they are 
spelt with a's’. Similarly, practice isa 
‘noun while practise is a verb. 

Egg, Practice makes one perfect. 
Have you practised your spellings 
yet? 

Also a very common mistake is 
made in the word ‘alll right’. There 
is an irresistible urge to spell it 
‘alright’. However ‘alright’ is still 
not acceptable in literary circles. 
Remember that the opposite is ‘all 
wrong’! 





SPELL TEST 

Incach of the following questions 
‘one word is misspelt. Identify the 
word. If you find any of these words 
difficult to spel just device your own 
mnemonic. 

1. (a) inoculate (b) baloon (c) 
anoint (d) despair 

2. (a) inocuous (b) ridiculous (c) 
truly (d) weird 

3. (a) noticeable (b) vaccum (c) 
parallel (4) suddenness 

4. (a) tranquility (b) exhilaration 





€: : 
9.Embarrassing 2 
: ~ 





“1 CREATE MY OWN 
MNEMONICS!” 

(©) existence (d) dilemma 

5. (a) corroborate (b) benefited 
(©) oscilate (d) desirable 

6. (a) irresistable (b) 
perseverance (c) persistent (d) 
panicky 

7. (a) insistent (b) sacrilegious (c) 
accomodate (d) accessible 

8. (a) pastime (b) newsstand (c) 
drunkenness (d) occurence 

9. (a) deceive (b) receive (c) 
perceive (d) seive 

10.(a) necessary (b)tarriff (c) 
possesses (d)grievous 

Alll the forty words given in the 
above test are part of the list of 
commonly misspelt words that was 
‘mentioned in the beginning. 
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‘Arjun will anewer your queries 


‘on words, their meanings, usage etc. 
Address your queries to ‘Word 
Power Gokulam, 47-NP, lal 








Nehru Road,’ Ekkaduthangal, 
‘Chennai - 600 032. 
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= your way back, please by hima 
present. 
Be 


Gy) 
c 


sonal.,. Urgent. 
nt to speak to you 


et 
— 





—= 
=a" 
eas 





have left with « 
small suitcase [J 
soon after. 


a 
CA 
gL? Don't worry. 


missing since yesterday. Pr cinenerantel 
she hasn’t visited any of ane zm) 
mater friends, pe 





















Bo you have 


Somry, I didn’t 
‘Vandana’s latest 


bring it, I'll send 





i Fete. 
Please conduct the 
investigations 
discreetly. If word 
spreads we'll be 





















I(T take action 
atonce! 








Just in time, 
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Suddenly, Khaleel, Oh no! I'm sure 
crossed his path. 1 won't win this battle 
How dare he cross my path, 
Punish him, 











The King won the fierce battle fought in the 
forest, 


The soldiers carried 
out his orders. 








{[On his return to the palace - ACK E 


iave unjustly punished Khaleel, - 
Bring Khaleel here at once, ‘The king has 


ordered us to 


‘Your majesty, you looked \ 
at my face and were re- 
warded with victory. But | 
looked at your face and I 
received only punishment. 
Please give up your 
superstitious beliefs. 








EXERCISER 43 


Scientech 





fossils of the bygone age. When a 
dinosaur died lying on its side in a 
shallow river, its body was quickly 











buried in fine g 


ined sediments of 
sand that preserved not only t1e 

shape of the bones but also 
impressions of skin and 





flesh and even sugges- 





tions of the orgaas 
within! 

“We might be able 
to see the heart of tae 
dinosaur! Was it three chamberzd 
like a modern reptile’s? Or, was it 
four chambered like a bird's?” - 
scientists wonder! 


Era of the 





Dinosaurs have always fasci 
nated young and old alike. A never 
ending research goes on and scien- 
tists are now rediscovering the ex- 
tinct animal says NEWSWEEK in 
its recent cover story. 

Researchers say that a shallow, 
vast inland sea covered much of the 
central North America, in the age of 
the dinosaurs. The state of Montana 
in USS.A offers scientists numerous 
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AMOSANS 


Though many pictures of dino- 
saurs we are used to seeing in books 
and magazines look like enlarged, 
antic forms of garden lizards, evi- 
dence in now mounting to prove the 
close relationship of dinosaurs w:th 
birds! 

Armed with CT scans and suger 
computers scientists are creating 3- 
Dimages which will give them more 
and more information based on evi- 








dence, 


A biologist dissolves the univer. 
sal matrix in a dinosaur bone and 
finds evidence of blood vessels and 
even corpuscles. The blood cells 
appear to have nuclei! Will this be 
the beginning of finding the DNA 
after 68 million years? Some re 





searchers think itis possible, though 
cloning the entire animal may be 
only a dream. 

But what they can achieve is by 
itself pretty exciting. Just two de 
had identified 
) different varieties of di 


cades a 
about 4: 
nosaurs. Now the figure has jumped 
10 900! 

‘One such variety, the Diplodocus 
was assumed to be tree 
top browsers with long 
recks like giraffes; but 


> scientists 








now, scientists know that though 
they had long necks, the necks were 
parallel to the ground and that the 
Diplodocus lived on low shrubs and 
aquatic plants. 

The TRex was considered to be 
the fastest dinosaur and movies 
showed them running at great speed, 
But now mathemati 
proved that the dinosaur could not 
have run at 25 miles per hour, since 
this would require an impossible 
amount of leg muscle! 


| analysis has 








Scientists were carefully digging 
up the earth to find the bones of di 
nosaurs, but now, when they realise 
that they are deat 
skeleton, they have changed their 
strategy entirely. Instead of digging 





ith more than 








‘out the bones one by one, they dig 
around the seven meter long speci- 
‘men and the entire dinosaurskeleton 
together with the rocky earth around 
and below it is carried away to the 
research laboratory, as a single six 
ton piece! 

But this kind of transportation 
involves a lot of money and liberal 
donations, for dinosaur research is 
not forthcoming. Only a few dino- 
saur enthusiasts - including Steven 
Speilberg who made a fortune out of 
the movie, Jurrasic Park - allot a 


Cover Illustration: Vedha 







fe 


portion of their profits for dinoseur 
research, 


However, scientists are not ds- 
couraged, They continue with con- 
fidence and excitement, to recrecte 
the various dinosaurs and their en- 
Vironment as they existed millions 
of years ago, before a huge metecr- 
ite spinning through space, made a 
disastrous impact on earth, ending 
the era ofthe dinosaurs 





Vnswers te puzzle an page MP 


1: Giant Wheel 





11: Teasers 
a, Because he wasn’t peeling well. 
b. Hotdog 


¢. Nurse records the beat and the 
athelete beats the record. 

d, Mathematics 

¢, One long word. 

f. On your lap 


Witty bits 

a, Four legs. Calling a tail a leg 
doesn’t make it a leg! 

b, The one with the biggest head. 

¢. To the ground. 

4. It was not raining 

e, Wednesday. 
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Personality 


Aitiah Rakha Rahman was born 
on January 6th, 1967 as §.Dileep 
Kumar in Chennsi, Rahman is the 
only son of R.K.Shekhar, who was a 
music director in Malayalam films 

Even at the age of 11, Rahman 
worked with world famous Indian 
music directors lke Hayaraja and M.S 
Vishwanathan and accompanied Zakir 
Hussain and Kunnakudi Vaidyanathan 
on their world tours. He was proficient 
in In and ob 
tained a scholarship to the Trinity Col 
lege of Music at Oxford University 
where he received a degree in West 
em Classical music. He can play the 
Keyboard and other instruments 








Classical music 








Attthe age of 22 he set up his 
own studio called ‘Panchathan Record 
Inn’. He initially eomposed ad jingles. 
In 1991, film director Mani Ratnam 
offered Rahman the opportunity to 
compose music for 
his upcoming film 
Roja. The super hit 
film debut made him a 
household name in Tamil 
Nadu, Since then Rahman has never 
looked buck. He went on to win the 
Rajat Karmal award for best music di 
rector at the Indian National Film 
‘Awards many times over. the most 
ever by any composer. He has received 
several awards including the 
Padmashri award in 2000, 


When Rahman arrived on the 
scene, the music industry in India was 









going through 
2 rough patch || 
with the retire 
ment of older music 

composers and tha lack of innovation 
in Indian flr rousic. The huge sales 
of his albums fjrompted movie pro- 
ducers to take fil music more seri- 
ously. Today, Rafinan is widely con 
sidered as tH |an.who sing 

























310" 
eygeicl 


handedly revived public interest in 
Indian film songs in the 90s. His songs 
are’ popular probably because ev 
eryone likes westernized Indian mu- 
His music album Vande Mataram 

{in 1996 and recently, Jana Gana Mana, 
bear testimony to his success in creat- 

ing fusion music! 
~ Kaushalya Narendran, 
‘Age 13, Thane (W) 





CEREMT 4.7 


Serial Chapter 2. 


The story so far 
ized his father would be 

A spate of kidnappings were taking ashamed of him for being 
place in Delhi causing panic all over a coward, ‘After all, I'm 
DCP Vinod an upright intelligent officer the DCP's son! | am not a 
has been deputed to handle the case, coward, he told himself 

His wife Kamal was panic stricken too firmly. He marched on 
because their son Vignesh’s classmate with determination, 
Karthik was also kidnapped, She did not 


THE CASE nat 


want to send Vignesh to school. 

Both Vignesh and Vinod convinced 
her that he would not be harmed 
Vignesh walked down to school as usual 
About fifty metres from school he saw 
an auto parked with two hefty men. 
Whom were they waiting for? 

Now read on, 





The men continued talking to each 
other, wildly gesticulating time and again 
Off and on, they turned to look in 
Vignesh’s direction and then seemingly 
resumed their discussion 

Vignesh paused for a while. His heart 
beat rapidly. He was sweating profusely 
He was nervous and petrified. He wanted 
to run back home. 

He recalled his brave speech and real- 
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Ashe made to move past 
the autorickshaw, a hand non: 
chalantly stuck out of the auto and 
grabbed him. One of the men had 
jerked him into the auto. 

The driver started the vehicle 
and it sped away to an unknown 
destination. Vignesh wondered 
where they would keep him. 

“Sonny! Don't worry. We 
won't harm you!” guffawed. the 


— 
PRIYA RAVI 


bald man. 

Tears streamed down 
Vignesh's cheeks. He couldn't 
speak for a long while. After 
sometime he stammered 
Wh...where are you taking me? 
Will you tell my dad? How will 1 
contact him, 


The men who were chatting 





with each other stopped talking, 
‘The bald well built man who had 
dragged Vignesh into the auto was 
speaking in rough colloquial Hindi. 

“Oh sonny! we'll surely inform 
your dad! After all we are doing 
all this for the money isn't it? Now 
Cheer up! We won't harm you!” 

“Yah, we hope it will be only 
‘a matter of a couple of days! We 
don't want to be saddled with a 
kid for long either, now do we?” 
said the other man. He turned to 
look at Vignesh as he drove on. 
Vignesh noticed the distinct 
Punjabi accent. 


Att last they reached a ram- 
shackle cottage in the middle of 
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nowhere. Vignesh made a men- 
tal note of the surrounding 

Several vehicles had apparer tly 
traversed the dry dusty path. Hew- 
ever, at that moment in time there 
was no one is sight. A large bun- 
yan tree stood at one side of the 
of house 

The front door creaked noisily 
as the kidnappers pushed it open 
and dragged Vignesh in. The 
room was sparsely furnished and 
did not seem to have been inhaib- 
ited in a long time. The lone arm- 
chair in the room had patches of 
dust. The table beside it and the 
floor was strewn with cigare:te 
butts while the whole room still 
smelt of tobacco, 

Vignesh began to feel very sick. 
He couldn't stand it any more. His 
head ached and he felt giddy. He 
knew he was fainting! 


Tnthe meantime, at school, 
Vignesh’s teachers were 
talking about their student 
Karthik’s kidnapping 
‘Wonder where he is. 
Such a cute boy too! Al- 
ways polite and studious," 
“We must ask 
Vignesh... His father is in 
charge of — the case 
Karthik and Vignesh 
very close friends. Surely 
> he'll be in the know of 
things.” 








“Yah! But Vignesh is not to be 
seen, Don't tell me, after asking 
us not to panic, the DCP doesn't 
want to risk sending his son to 
school..!" 

“Morning Ma’ am” “Good 
morning” mumbled the students 
as they walked past. 

Lakshmi Ma'am asked 
Shiva, “Where's Vignesh?” 

“Absent ma'am.” 

“Absent?” asked a surprised 
voice from behind. It was DCP 
‘Vinod who had come along 
to the school to investigate 
Karthik’s case. 


Betora cong, {THE CASE OF THE MISSING CHILDREN! 
elaborate, his| SURPRISE ENDING 
cellphone tinkled, 1 

We tei CONTEST! 
he answered, Hikds, 

Kamat's shrieks i “ 4 
could be heard by |_ Hope you find this serial interesting. This 


the teachers! She |'$ to temind you that you can participate 

was sobbing and ]00 in solving The Case ofthe Missing 

speaking incoher- | Children! 

ently. Keep reading each chapter ofthis serial 
“He... he... | until you getto the fifth chapter. Then guess 

ae Pad ae * | how the story will end. If your guess is right, 

Vignesh. I'll die... ] YU win the prize! 

and all your. Happy reading! 

fault... my dear 

son. 


A perceptibly shaken Vinod come home. 
tried to pacify her “Now... now! (To be continued) 





Don't worry. I'll handle it... I'll 





i ——— 


Chennai, the Gateway to South 
India, got its name from 
Chennapattinam. Madras city as it 
was known until recently, stretches 
about 19kms along the Coroman- 
del coast. 


There are long sandy beaches, 
prominent among them being the 
Marina Beach & V.G.P. Golden 
Beach, Memorials for Annadurai 
and M.G.R. are located on the 
beach, Several major public meet- 
ings are held on the sands of 
the Marina Beach. The sandy 


beaches extend all the way down 
to the Shore temple at 
Mamallapuram, which is a master- 
piece in rock, carved by Pallavas. 


Mamallapuram is also famous 
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for “Arjuna's Penance’, the world’s 
largest bas relief and the “Pandava 
Rathas’. Recently after th 
tsunami, archaeologists have un- 
earthed more stone structures. 





Tn Chennai, one can visit Fort 
St.George built by 
the British, the 
seat ofthe Tamil 
Nadu Assembly 
today. The St 
Mary's Church 










and the Fort Museum are located 
within the Fort, 

Parthasarathy temple and 
Kapaleeswarar temple are ancient 
temples worth visiting. So also is 
the Santhome Basilica, Valluvar 
Kottam built like @ chariot is a 
modern landmark monument with 
«large auditorium, 





Guindy National Park and 
Snake Park are located within the 
city. The Government Museum and 





Art Gallery are a storehouse of an- 
cient bronzes and artefacts. The 
suburbs are dotted with amusement 
parks like MGM Dizee World and 
Kishkinta, 





Spencers Plaza is a modern 
shopping complex. Savour the de- 
licious idl, dosai, vadai - sambar 
available at even the small eater- 
ies in the city, Gorgeous 
Kanchipuram silk saris and gold 
jewellery are the star attractions for 
ladies! Carnatic music and 
Bharatanatyam recitals in various 
“sabhas' add to the cultural glory 








BIND reac ees 


+ R. Preethi, Std IX, 
— fr 


Reliance Matriculation H.S.S. 
Komarapalayam, 

- V. Bhagyalakshmi, Std IX, 
St.John’s English School 

and Junior College, Chennai 
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Mythsiy 


There are many versions of the 
story of how Ganesh acquired an el- 
ephant head and a huge belly. Here 
is an uncommon version... 





‘Tocelebrate Ganesh's first birth: 
day, Shiva and Parvati invited all 
the 


the Devas including 
Navagrahas to Mount Kailash 
Shani, one of the Nava 
was also invited, However, his 
mother did not permit him to go. 
She felt that Shani’s presence at the 
birthday party, might harm the 
child, Ganesh, Shani pleaded with 


















his mother and she reluctantly r2- 
lented. 

Shani went to Kailash, The mo- 
ment he set eyes on Ganesh, 
Gunesh’s head shattered to pieces. 
Shiva cursed him, Shani was 
highly distressed. 


Vishnu who was also present cn 
the occasion asked Shani to hurry 
and bring the head of the first liv= 
ing creature that he came across. 


Shani found a white elephant and 
quickly brought its head to replace 
Ganesh’s original head, This is ho-w 
Ganesh got his elephant head. 


‘That's not all. Shani's mother 
upon hearing that her son was cursed 
by Shiva came to the scene, She 
cursed Ganesh "May you have a 
huge belly like an elephant to 
match your head”, she uttered. 

Thus Ganesh the elephant 
headed god came to have with 





a huge stomach too! 
However Ganesh had 
withstood Shani’s look and 





ANU ALONED 


Story: Vie Ashawvrajan PiesSehavr 
Elephant 


OSes a 
Once upona ime the 9 and BER ins BW were arwarwith 


each other, The re wondered which side to take in the war. On the 


day it seemed thatthe SBP were going to win. The PJ approachec 


the <°%", who was the chief of the Esa and said, “Let me be on yout 











side.” The <3? said, “sorry you arenot one ofus.” The @ persisted 


“See my wings. I belong to the family of Esa The <<" acceded to 


the QB 's request and the PB joined the SE army. 


Next day, it appeared that the [5 J were wining, The QF went to 


'ithelp you conquer the FSA After repeated requests, the ep agreed, 


Again ater few days when the (Qj saw the Bad emerging victorious, 


the 





hief of animals and said, “I am a mammal like all of you. 





it went to the <°$°. The <2 had witnessed the" @ 's cross -overs 
and chased the 8 ww 
‘That is why the MJ hides in dark places unable to face the wrath 


of —_ ee. 








ATTHE ZOO! Suddenly, | saw lions behind me, 
‘Not just one but there were three. 


Once iwentalongtothe 200, | started running for my fe, 
There |sawabearnamed'Poo. They started chasing, with 
The king of beasts was basking, teeth like knife, 
And the hippopotamus soaking! ‘There was no one else in the 200, 
Alter that |foundita bore, ‘And | didn't know what to do. 
{didn't want to see any more! ‘The lions pounced on me and | was 
screaming, 
When | realised | was ust 
AVG dreaming! 





Std VII, Maheshwari 
Public School, Ajmer, 
> Rajasthan 


i ) =D. Santosh Kumar, 


——— 


TO CHENNAI,WITH MOM! 


visited Chennai, with my mom, Kamala 
In her company I went round the city - 
Planetarium, museum, 200 and Kishkint: 
Valluvar Kottam and M.G.R. Film City 
Cine studios like AVM and Bharani 
‘Temples, churches and the great Marina beach 
The offices of Gokulam 
fo then did reach. 
Vm proud of my mum 
Who was one of the thirteen kids then 
Toaptly name Gokulam -1VShantha Kumari, 
And receive as a handsome prize nitneoees 
Asilver kozhukattai! “ 
SEER ee 


MY DIDI - MY FRIEND - MY TEACHER! 


Tsshe my friendorisshe my tutor? Last but not the least 
‘Oh! No...no...no... She is my sister Infinite patience shown by Preeth 














Oh! Yes she’s my didi ‘Makes me wonder, do I deserve this 

treat! 

She is one who looks so sweet - Aparna Harshan, 

Bubbling with happiness and IX-C, Mount Carmel 

very very neat High School, 

She helpedimprove my Maths, Ahmedabad 
‘Algebra, Dynamics and Stats 


She teaches me till understand, 
Her heart is full of love, she’s kind 
Another like her is hard to find. 


She becomes angry 
When I don't do my chemistry 
Excuses not accepted, that’s history! 


try to ape her in every way 
Beither spectacles 
Orher graceful sway 





? Is snoring a disease? Why 
do we snore? How can we 
prevent it? 

1 Snoring is not a 
disease, Almost 


everyone snores 
‘occasionally but 
it is a very com- 
mon problem 
amongst those 
who are above 40 
years of age. The 
noise is generated 
during sleep by turbulence of airflow 
in the upper airway due to partial ob- 
struction either in the nose or in the 
mouth and palate. It usually occurs 
when breathing is through the 
mouth. Air rushing in through the 
‘mouth vibrates the weak tissue of the 
soft palate (present at the back of the 
mouth.) This vibration produces a 
strange sound called snore. Often 
this vibration leads to vibration of 
cheeks, lips and nostrils to produce 
an even louder sound. We snore only 
during sleep because only then the 

tissue is allowed to relax and 
tends to collapse readily in- 

= 







why 





side the airway. 
Children snore due to 
the hypertrophy of ad- 





noid gland situated in the region 
behind the nose called naso-pharyax. 
Obesity is the commonest cause for 
snoring. Thyroid problems can also 
cause snoring. Smoking and alcool 
intake induce and trigger snoring, 
Apart from medical treatment, sur- 
gical procedures and laser treatment 
are available for preventing snoring, 
Here are a few tips to prevent snor- 
ing: Keep fit. Do not sleep on the 
bback. Sleep on one side. Keep the 
head end elevated with two pillows. 
Avoid taking sedative tabl 
Avoid alcohol intake 
smoking. 
® Ambika Ghosh, 
= Kolkata 
? Most of us fal! ill 





is a spate of ailments ike 
jaundice. Please suggest pre- 
ventive measures. 


1 \ AS during summer. There 


! Jaundice is a yellowish 
discolouration ofthe skin, the tissues 
and the whites of the eyes. It is due 
to an excessive amount of a yellow 
pigment called bilirubin inthe blood. 
Itis a symptom of various diseases. 
Hepatitis A, an acute inflammation 
of the liver, is the commonest cause 
of jaundice. It occurs largely during 
summer due to unsanitary conditions 













such as contamination of food or 
water, To prevent jaundice, keep 
your body clean, Wash your hands 
before eating and after using the toi 
let. Use boiled water for drink 
ing purposes. Veg 
fruits should be washed thor- 
oughly before cooking. 

© K.S Sundeep, Pune 

? Ihave white patches 
on both the cheeks. I have 
taken anti worm treatment 
and 1 also eat plenty of green 
vegetables. Is this due to any defi- 


les and 





DR. G.GANESAN 


ciency? 

! There are several causes for 
‘hypo-pigmentation of the skin, Leu- 
‘coderma, Tinea versicolor, Hansen's 
disease, Pityriasis alba and defi- 
ciency of vitamin A, zinc and essen- 
tial amino acids are some of the com- 
‘mon causes for it. Consult a derma- 
tologist for proper treatment. 

© Shweta Pujar, Kalpakkam 

? Sometimes our eyelids twitch, 
What is this due to? 

! Lack of sleep is the most com- 
mon cause for twitching of eyelids, 
Deficiency of certain minerals like 
calcium, sodium, potassium and ex- 
cessive strain to the eyes are 
other causes for this prob- 
Jem. Adequate rest and good sleep- 
ing habits will prevent it. Avoid 
watching TV and computer games 
for a long time to reduce eyestrain 
Take vegetables and fruits and cal- 
cium rich food such as milk and milk 
products, fish, yogurt and dates regu- 
larly to get enough minerals for our 
body needs. 








NARROW ESCAPE, 


Wen 1 was in Std V our class- 
room was on the third floor. We had 
to form a line near the parapet wall, 
to go to another room for our sci- 
ence exam. The teacher left us for a 
while to have a cup of 
coffee. 

My friend Rahul acei- 
dentally knocked 
down my 
spectacles 
onto the sun- 
shade. 


thinkingly 1 
clambered down 
to the sunshade with the help of 
adrainage pipe. My friends were 
shocked. They called the teacher 
who was also panic stricken, 

Thad retrieved my glasses but 1 
‘was feeling nervous about climbing 
back. Somehow I held onto the pipe, 
climbed the distance and landed on 
the third floor with a thud! 

‘The principal summoned my par- 
ents and told them about my foolish 
act which could have cost me my 





lites Re 
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+ C.L.Ramakrishnan, 
Std IX, Jawahar Vidyalays 
Chennai 





CLEAN UP! 
Ly summer vacation had 2om- 














menced. My mother gave me an 
ultimatum to clean up my room and 
throw away all 
the unwented 
stuff. But as usual I 





ignored her and was busy playing 
with my friends. 

My mother couldn't stand it any- 
more, She started cleaning out my 
drawers, She knew I had this habit 
of collecting scraps of ‘useless’ 
things in envelopes and storing them 
in all the drawers in the house. She 
started tearing up all the envelopes 
and throwing them on the floor. 
When she tore up a big white enve- 
lope and threw it down she naticed 
a Rs.500/- note torn into. pieces! 

‘She was speechless, So was I. 


pe ‘went away. When I entered my 


class, one of my friends told me 
that our class teacher was ab- 









place, 
1 was terrified, so 
were the others be- 
cause the drawing 
teacher was very 
strict and punished 
naughty children se- 
verely. I had been 
cone of the victims in an 


the class room and started 

crying. Suddenly, someone placed 
‘a hand on my shoulder. I turned 
Luckily my dad gave the pieces to. around to see my drawing teacher of- 
friend of his in RBI and after a few fering me a chocolate with a smile 
days we got back the money. How- on her face! From that day, Icall her 
the chocolate 


NI SCELOO LY sre 


Sainik School, 
ever I had learnt my CS Korukonda, 
lesson, 

+ Kaushalya N. 
Std VII, 

‘Vasant Vihar High 
School, Mumbai 





CHOCOLATE 
TEACHER! 


One fine morning. 
When I was in UKG, 
mmy mother dropped me 
in school as usual and 


Pou fxg duypng 








Crennai kids had a gala time 
With their favourite cartoon charae 
ters. Some danced along and shook 
hands with them. No kidding! 
‘Power puif girls’, ‘Noddy’, ‘Johnny 
Bravo’ 
kids. There were on stag 





and others entertained the 


and off 





stage games too, 

Gokulam co-sponsored Pogo and 
Cartoon Network's event held on 
17th July at Santhome High School, 
Kids were thrilled to receive 
‘Gokulam’ and other freebies, Solv 
ing Gokulam’s fun puzzles was ex 
citing, Fifteen of these lucky partici 
pants get a gift coupon worth 
Rs,101/- each from Odyssey Book 
Store, Chennai 











APN 


‘The lucky winners are: 

LK.Vignesh, (11) Chen 

2G. Ramya (7) Chennai 

3. 8. Raghunandan (8) Chennai- 61 

4, P, Kartik (13) Chennai - 4 

5, Roshini Sahithya (6) Chennai-41 

6. V.R. Jayasruthi (12) Chnnai-24 

7, 8. Andrea (8) Chennai - 102 

8, A.Arti (9) Chennai - 28 

9, S. Abdul Rahaman Rout (7) 
Chennai -4 

10. T. Dinesh Kumar (9) Chennai - 96 

11, Kunal (6) Chennai -4 

12. P. Vishnu (13) Chenn, 

13, G. Prasanth (14) Chennai = 4 

14, R. Sowbarnika (7) Ch 

15, S. Mahima (12) Chennai « 33 
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St cory 


Once emperor Akbar made 
an announcement. “Whoever 
is able to guess the exact 


‘a reward of five thousand 
gold coins.” 


Werlknown astrologers & 
and fortune - tellers thronged 
the court, But the courtiers 
did not allow them to bag the 
prize, Whenever the Emperor 
asked the contestants to read 
the thoughts of any of the 
courtiers, even though they 


guessed exactly what the person was 
thinking, the courtiers would say, 
“No, No. He is wrong!” 


Finally, poor Brahmin reached 
the capital from a far off village. He 
‘was an expert in understanding what 
was in the other person’s mind. But 
when he came to Delhi, he learnt 
that the courtiers were preventing 
astrologers from receiving the 
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about 


reward.’ Having heard 
Birbal’s intelligence, he decided to 
seek the help of Birbal. 


Tn order to test whether the 
Brahmin was realy eligible for the 
reward, Birbal asked him to prepare 
his horoscope just by looking at his 
face. The Brahmin did so, Birbal 
was pleased to see that he was 
indeed an able person. He briefed 


him about what he should say in the 
court, The Brahmin thanked Birbal 
for his help. 


At Akbat’s court, the Emperor 
pointed towards a courtier and 
said, 

“Tell me, what isin his mind?” 

The Brahmin smiled and suid, 
“why only this person’s, {will tell 
you what is going on in every 
courtier’s mind! ‘The Emperor said, 
































“go ahead but if your an- 

‘swer turns out to be wrong, I 
will straight away put you in prison 
without considering your age and 
status!” 

‘The Brahmin nodded in agree 
ment, He smiled and said, “In this 
court every courtier has the same 
thought, that is, ‘may our Emperor 
enjoy a long life, let his throne be 
safe and secure and let his kingdom 
prosper with fame and wealth,’ You 
may ask them whether what I say is, 
right or wrong!" 

Now which court- 
ier would dare say 
that what the Brah- 
min said was not 
true? Emperor Akbar 
‘was also pleased with 
his clever answer, yet 
to test him once more 
he asked, “Now tell 
me what is in m 
mind?” 

Atonce the Brah- 
min replied, “His 
Majesty is thinking 
that all his ancestors 
should attain salva 
tion." The Emperor 
was very happy and 
gave him the reward 
of five thousand gold 
) coins, 

J Jithin James, 
Jude's 



















































Salient Sante 


Heard of St.Thomas, also 
known as Doubting Thomas? He 
was one of the twelve apostles of 
Jesus Christ who spent a part 
of his life in Chennai and was 
martyred and buried here 


©Who is an apostle?" 
\was the question first put to 
the Archbishop of Mylapore, 
Chennai, Most Rev. 


APOST EE “e «- 
OF INDIA 


Dr.A.M.Chinnappa. “Jesus chose 
twelve of his closest disciples even 
three years before his crucification. 
After his resurrection he sent them 
to different countries with a mission 
to proclaim Him as the Lord, master 
and redeemer and gave them the 
powerto preach and heal, St.Thomas, 
‘was sent to Parthia and India. 
‘The apostles were chosen 
from amongst the common- 
ers and uneducated lowest 
strata, poor Wage earners, 
fishermen etc.” 


How did st. Thomas get 
the name Doubting Thomas? 
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‘The story goes that after Christ's 
crucification, He appeared before the 
apostles when St. Thomas war ab- 


sent, When the eleven 
other apostles told St 
Thomas about tis 
miracle he refused to o¢- 
lieve it. “Unless I see the 
‘marks of the nails in his 
hands and put my hand 
into the wound in his 
side, 1 will not believe,” 


said he. 
t 


1, 





Jesus again ap- 


and invited him to check 
his wounds. St. Thoma. 
did so and burst into an act 
of faith, “My Lord and 
My God!” And Jesus said, “you 
have seen and believed me.” 





According to the Jewish 
custom, after crucification a ¢).! 
‘spear is pierced on the side, 
{just to ensure that the body 
islifeless.ILis said that the * 
person who 

k 










as half 
sight 


pierced Jesus 
blind but regained 








when the Lord’s blood fell on 


him! 


St. Thomas is said to have trav 
elled over land all the way to Kerala 
where the Syrian Christians are said 


tobe the first converts of St-Thoma 





After he founded the Christian cor 






munities in Kerala he travelled to 
Mylapore in Chennai 
Several other places in Chennai 





are associated with the saint incl 


ing Luz. Saint Thomas Mount on th 


outskirts of the city where he was 


martyred for the noble cause of 








preaching in 72A.D. and Little 
Mount near Saidapet where there is 
‘ave in which he used to hide 
and pray. But most im 
portant of all 
Santhome Basil 
a\ 





Seat! 


& 


hid 


PR 


where hi 





, tomb exists 





even today. In fact it is 
the only Basilica in the 
world apart from St, Peter's in Rome 


nb of an apostle! St 





built on the ton 
Thomas 





relics are also preserved 







faxh 


Ay 


here. It is said that when the tomb 


was opened in 1729, to distribute the 








earth from ito pi 





ms bright ight 
smanated from it 


the greatness of St. Tho- 
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eupomn 


Wether it is a TV Serial or 
film, the objective is to attract view- 
ers, entertain them and earn huge rev- 
enues. They do noteare if some nega- 
tive qualities or habits are projected 
Smoking by heroes is one such habit 
which is attributed to high profile, 
stylish people. Innocent children who 
don’t realise the health hazards have 
a tendency to ape the heroes and 





ISSMOKING 
‘COOL 


become victims. Recently itwas | re- 
ported that a youngster committed 
suicide after watching a suicide scene 
on TV, Needless to say, if smoking 
‘scenes are not banned, several chil- 
dren will become victims of this bad 
habit. We have reduced the number 
‘of smokers by banning advertisements 
of cigarettes and beedis. Let us ban 
smoking in the visual media too, 

+ Sarath S, Std VIII, 

Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
‘Tripunithura 
Fitms and ty serials 

reach a large section of people, 
Youngsters are obsessed with 
the hair style, dress code, man- 
nerisms and other acts of violence 
of their screen heroes and constantly 


70 EERE 





te them, Smoking is a habit 
h can end up in addiction, Our 
actors should emulate Jackie Chan's 
example of not smoking or drinking 
on sereen, They should join hands 
with the government to build a healthy 
young India 
- K.R.Meenakshi, Std IX, 
‘TV.S,Lakshimi M.H.School 
Madurai 





T think the proposed 
ban on smoking on 
screen is not a solution 
to the serious problem, 
Some say that instead of this move, 
the government should tave 
banned the manufacture of tnese 
products, But that would affect the 
lives of so many people in the indus- 
try. So it cannot be implemented. If 
the product is available it is human 
nature to consume it, Children imitate 



















heroes only to some extent 

They smoke mainly to show 

off and prove to oth- 

ers tha they hav be- 

WI come adults. 1 coubt 
1 a 








en to ban smoking in movies 





ifthe absence of such 
scenes in films will be 
noticed. Enforcement of 
the ban in public places 
is a better way. Lastly, 
habits cannot be 
changed by law alone. 
The urge to give up something must 
come from within, 
~S. Ramya, Age 18, 
Kolkata 





Today's Gen X is steeped in bad 
habits. The next generation promises 
to be worse, Recently, prior to the 
screening of a Telugu film, a notice 
\was screened stating, “This film con- 
tains several smoking scenes. Young- 
sters should not think itis ‘coo!” to 
smoke. Smoking is injurious to 
health” and so on. Instead of issuing 
such a warning would it not be better 









~ 


altogether 
~ R. Aditya Krishna Haas 
‘Std X, Vivekananda Residen- 
tial School, Karimnagar, 
Andhra Pradesh 


Usually teenagers start smok- 
ing due to peer pressure or a ten 
dency to appear “cool”, If the gov- 





ernment blames the visual media for 
encouraging smoking, why not ban 
vulgar scenes and music “item num- 
bers” too? These scenes are deliber- 

‘ately produced in very bad taste. 
‘Usually it is the villain who is 
shown smoking on screen while the 
hero and heroine perform vulgar 
dances. Who do you think youngsters 
will emulate - villains or the top stars? 
Ifa ban is imposed on smoking, a ban 
con these music videos should also be 

implemented! 

+ Rinaya Jena, Std XI, 
Bhubaneswar 








much ado about 


and residential 
should send us a | 





QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 


As usual there was a lt o hype and hoopla about the release of the 
latest Harry Potter book. Do you think it was worth the wait or 


te fa overs CaN iy 
prize of Rs, 25/- Remember to include details of your 
Tose you no ao _eakents India 


8 it 


ive a 


class, schoo! 
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cong ago lived a pretty young girl named 
Pahl ‘eu aiebe to atch beat ots, 








































































































“Thus she went to the soldier. Her eyes opened wide with joy.The soldier 
was ! 


none other than her:Nahu! 



























The present city of 
Chennai is about 360 
years old . The Raja of 
Chandragiri sold the 
fand to the British with 
‘request to name it af- 
ter his father Chennappa 
Nayak, Hence the name 
Chennapattinam 
(pattinam in Tamil 
means city) 

St. Mary's Church in 
Fort St. George is the 
oldest protestant church 
cast of the Suez, Robert 









The church was con: 
structed by master gun- 
nner cum mason William 
Dixon such that it could 
withstand bombard- 
ment! Fort St. George 
has the tallest flag pole 
in India. The Armenian 
Church in George town 
has preserved an Ame 
can Bible dating back to 
the 1600's 
Kodambakkam in 





Chennai is a haven of 
film studios. Kollywood 
produces films in all 
four southern languages. 
CChennai’s tryst with mo- 
tion pictures dates back 
to 1897, The first silent 
film, Keechaka Vatham, a mythological film was 
screened in 1917. $.S, Vasan’s Gemini Stucio 
‘was the mast famous studio, Renowned carna ie 
musicians joined films. Infact, Tamil Nadu's 
Chief Ministers M.G.R. and Jayalalitha were 





superstars of yesteryears! 
~ Chinmay N. Gajendragadkar 
Std VII, Dombivli (E) 





Chennai’s Marina Beach is the 
second largest beach in the world. 
Some of the most beautiful buildir gs 
‘of Chennai like the University of Madras, Senate 
House, Chepauk Palace & Presidency College ite 
located near it 

Kanchipuram, 64kms from Chennai, was the 
ial of Pallavas. I has as many as 150 temples 
dedicated to various gods and goddesses, It was a 
centre of learning and now famous for its silk 





+K. Arathi, Std IX, 
Secunderabad 


‘The Kupateeswarar temple in Mylapore ond 
Parthasarathy Temple in Triplicane are ancient 
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of worship. 


a legend, Parvati is also said to 
hhave done penance here as a pea 
hen and hence the name Mylapore 


(Mayil-peahen; Peacock), 





‘Mylapore - 1906 











otcer, Parth 
Lord Krishna. The processional deity 
of the Lord has marks on the face said 
to have been caused by Bhishma’s 
arrows during the Kurukshetra battle. 
colour of the face of the 
re phenomenon. 
- V, Bhanu Kiran, 
K.V.Hyderabad 









sud 





The Margazhi Festival of Music 
and Dance during December - Janu- 


ary is an extravaganza every year. It started way 
back in 1927 to commemorate the anniversary of 
the Madras Music Academy. Today thousands of 
concerts are held all over the city with performers 
and audiences from all over the world. Itis a won- 
derful opportunity for upcoming artists to show. 
case their talents and music lovers to listen to their 





The main deity at Triplicane 


Arjuna’s divine chari 
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(.Kaushalya, 
Std VI, Thane (W) 


On the ECR wo 
Mamallapuram lies the 
Crocodile Bank at 
Mutthukadu. -20kms 

from Chennai, In 

dian and African 
alligators and 
crocodiles are 
reared here in 
their natural 
habitat in sepa 
rate pools. They breed in 











hy or 





to watch these mammoth 
reptiles feeding! 

= R. Sriharini, 

Std-VI, Bharathi 

Vidya Bhavan M.S. 

Erode 

Rare old photo: 

M. Vinodh 
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Letter Bow 


0 Many of us are fans of this 
informative magazine. Please 
starta "Kids Club’. [assure you 
that you will have a very good 
response. 

+ Shravya Manohar, 

Chennai 


© Please make 
Gokulam a fortnightly or 
else increase the number of 
pages, even if it means rais- 
ing the price. Like many readers, I 
am a Potter fan and love the snip- 
pets and surmises you have 
published lately. Eagerly awaiting to 
read an interview with J.K! 
~ Aishwarya Mohapatra, 
Bhubaneswar 





© Congrats to Gokulam on its 
17th birthday, but T must say the 
birthday issue was most disappoint 
ing, There were very few new 
features and the ‘Bhubaneswar 
Special’ articles were also limited. 
~ Aniket Venkatraman, 

Nagpur 


© Very Happy Birthday 






Gokulam! Thank you for your gift, 
Potter Magic poster. All the new fea- 
tures are very enjoyable. Especially 
“Word Power’ and ‘Salient Saints’. 


We are waiting for Chapter - 5 of 
‘The Case of the Missing Children.” 
- G. Ragavijaya, 

Neyveli 





© You improved our creativity, 
Encouraged our ability, 

‘We wish you all the best 

For more and more suc 
Wish you a Happy Birthday! 

- Fathima Amani tbham 

Age 14, Bandarawela, 

Srilanka, 







ess, 





PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 
SPECIAL PRIZE 








The winner of the special prize will be named in 
the September 2005 issue of Gokulam. 
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FRAT age 


Pom! pom! 
Sere...ech! Acci- 
dent! 

Day after day, lives 
are lost and many are 
critically injured in road 
accidents, School going 
children often 
vietims. 

Thue, the drivers are 
often rash and reckless 
and are responsible 
for these accidents. 
However, if pedestrians 
and cyclists, especially 
children, were to follow 


are 








some basic safety rules, accidents 
can be prevented to a large extent. 
While waiting for the bus or van, 
remain on the pavement (or road- 
side) not in the middle of the road 
Never throw banana peels or other 
refuse on the road. If you need to 
‘cross the road, first look to your right, 




















then left and again right be- 
fore crossing. Invariably use the 
zebra crossing or road overbridge 






means extra effort. If there 
is a pedestrian crossing with signal 
lights, wait for it to turn green, 
Never run across the road, cross it 
only if you are confident you can do 
so by walking swiftly. Hopping onto 
or off a moving bus could prove 
fatal 

Remember time is precious, but 
your life is even more precious! 















TRY SOLVING EEE ioe 
Id child de > me 
this calculation in 30 acoid A/ALOHA j j 
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Kids between 4 - 6 years AvALOHA 
Forage 4-6 


' PREPARE EASY TO PERFORM WELL | 


~ Memory Techniques ~~ Speed reading AZALOHA 
~ Handwriting ~ Mind maping Fower 
~Leaming skills. ~ Time Management S=A=Ery 
tare to calculate 10 times faster. ALOHA 

Solve problems 10-15 fe 
Samet patigiaeiaies Tae 

Single stop answer in multiplication. Me 
Reduces silly mistakes in examination. 


Abacus & Mental Arithmetic nog for G, 





Helps to score more marks in maths. 
Easy fo check all textbook problems. 
No borrowing in subtraction. 


ween 











| & No excoss carry over in addition. 
% No trial and error method in square root 
‘ Multiple digit divisor can be solved by single digit. 
ALOHA Mental Arithmetic Become our | 
National Competition on Oct 8, 2005 Franchisee & join 
at Convention Centre, Chennai Trade Centre Complex 2 the successful 
Nandambakkom, Chennai Ane ferry 
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